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Saturday, April 8, 1950,
4 o’clock P.M.
Call to The Jews
[To] All of the Tribe of Zion
Living in Babylon
For the second time in the history
of the Diaspora, we have an
opportunity to leave. We
encourage you to hurry and leave.
Translation of leaflet distributed by the Zionist underground in Iraq. Five hours later, at 9 P.M., during
Passover celebrations in Baghdad, a café frequented
by Jews was bombed.
Credit: Naeim Giladi
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Israeli citizenship. He said no, he no longer wanted Israeli
citizenship.
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the new Zionist state of Israel made the audacious claim
that ALL the Negev desert was Jewish owned. The problem
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About the third time we heard the same story, I noticed
Freddie’s face. It was gray and stricken. He was shaking
his head and wringing his gnarled hands. “Oh, man,” he
said “this is too much. I’m getting out of here.” And he
left, taking a bus back to Jerusalem. Afterwards, he never
talked about Beit Jala.
My Israeli photographer, who had followed in his own
car, was not looking much better. But he dutifully
continued taking pictures of the injured boys…There
could be no doubt about what had happened to them.
Still, I wanted to see where the attack had occurred.
The school was just up the hill. It was dark by now, but
I had no trouble with a flashlight finding spent tear gas
canisters with Hebrew lettering littering the ground…
Now I was more determined to nail down the aspect of
the story that had so upset my staff and astounded me:
the cutting of hair. I had to admit to myself that I found it
almost too bizarre to believe that Israelis would actually
inflict on another people this most humiliating symbol of
the Holocaust. On the other hand, my experience told me
that Israeli hatred of Palestinians might make anything
possible…
The next morning at Ramonda Tawil’s house I met several
of the young men who had had their hair shorn. They
had not been shaved but clumps of hair were missing
from their heads as though roughly cut by a knife. They
said they had been picked up by Israeli troops for no
obvious reason and were ordered to do exercises and pick
up litter and weeds, some of them through most of the
night. They had heard that similar scenes had taken place
all over the West Bank.
I returned to a sullen and nervous bureau where hanging
in the air was the question of whether I was going to do a
story. I announced I was.
Time gave the story prominent play and it evoked outrage
by Israeli authorities and American Zionists…The
atmosphere in Israel was even harsher…I was attacked
to my face as an anti-Semite and shunned by some…
Then a miraculous thing happened. Ezer Weizman, the
father of Israel’s air force and an upright man, personally
took the matter into his own hands. As defense minister,
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he appointed a commission to investigate the matter. It
found the Beit Jala story true.
Shortly after that finding, Don left Israel amid worries
about his personal well-being.
On return to the States he authored several highly
acclaimed books on the Arab-Israeli confrontation.
Donald Neff died in 2015.

“On the Jericho Road” by James M. Wall --Volume 33, Issue 4, September-October, 2000
Jim Wall was but a few months into his tenure as editor
of The Christian Century when, in 1973, he received an
invitation from the American Jewish Committee (AJC) to
take an all-expenses paid trip to Israel. At first he declined
the offer, then accepted it on the condition he would pay
his own expenses, while the AJC would arrange his travel,
hotel accommodations, and itinerary.
In December 1973, he landed in Tel Aviv with, as he would
later confess, absolutely no knowledge that the airport
was built on the Palestinian town of Lydda, where the
Death March occurred. What was impressed upon him
throughout his AJC planned visit was the fear Israelis had
of another Holocaust, this time by invading Arab armies,
a Holocaust only they could prevent with a strong military
force. Any fears the Palestinians might have about their
future were unaddressed.
That, however, would change when the AJC arranged a
meeting at the Holy Land Institute in Jerusalem. As Jim
recalls it, he was surrounded by evangelical Christians who
shared an intense loyalty to the Zionist state of Israel and
who faulted him and The Christian Century for its hostility
to Zionism prior to Israel’s becoming a state in 1948. At
some point in the evening, an American Mennonite pastor,
serving a three-year tour in Jerusalem, quietly approached
Jim and asked if he could come by his hotel later that night
“for a chat.” Jim agreed.
His name was LeRoy Friesen and when they met later that
evening he told Jim he was hearing only one perspective.
And he proposed that they travel together into the West
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Sons project, the Columbus Jewish Federation got a copy
of the Gund proposal, which was not public record, and
sent a barrage of correspondence to the Community Film
Association (CFA), the group administering the Gund
grant, trashing Tom and his film, and threatening to sue
CFA board members for their personal assets.
CFA called Tom in to say that Dennis Aig, one of their

without Tom’s approval.
ITVS submitted People and the Land to PBS for national
release in February 1997. Sometime after that Gayle
Loeber, Director of Broadcast Marketing for ITVS, called
to say that PBS had “declined the program.” Loeber said
ITVS could still prepare press materials and arrange
a satellite feed to all 283 PBS affiliate stations, what is
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called a soft feed. These stations, at the discretion of the
individual program directors, can air any of the dozens of
soft feeds they receive each week. The first press release
draft omitted mention of the foreign aid issues that the film
starts and ends with. ITVS said they would make Tom’s
correction. What they did was delete his sentence: People
and the Land carries this humanistic perspective into a look
at U.S. involvement in the Israeli occupation comparing
Israel aid figures with cuts in human service programs for
American citizens --- $5.5 billion dollars in aid to Israel, 5.7
billion in cuts to human service programs.”
Tom called ITVS. A staff member told him Jim Yee was the
new Executive Director and that he had ordered the copy
cut.
In May 1997, ITVS called to say some of the PBS stations
wanted more information about the program and why they
should air it. Tom agreed to answer them. What Tom was
not told was that ITVS had requested Mark Rosenblum,
founder of Americans for Peace Now, to review the film.
Rosenblum concluded that the film was “approximately
20% accurate”, that “97% of Palestinians are ruled by
Palestinian authorities”, and that “Jews had attained a
majority status in Palestine by 1870.” His review was sent to
every programming director in the PBS system.
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Still, thanks to grassroots organizing, People and the Land
was shown on at least 23 PBS stations, and over 160 DVD
cassettes of the documentary have been distributed by
AMEU, a record number for us.
In 2014, Tom and his crew returned to Palestine to
document The Wall, the checkpoints, the humiliations, the
killings. Why, you might ask him, go back for yet more
aggravation? “When you know the truth, the truth makes
you a soldier” Tom might reply, a favorite quote of his
from Mahatma Gandhi. [Tom’s third trip to Palestine is
recorded in our Nov.-Dec. 2015 Link “Between Two Blue
Lines.” Ed.]

“Save the Musht and the Land of
Palestine,” by Rosina Hassoun --Vol. 26, No. 4: Oct.-Nov. 1993

The Link contacted Mr. Rosenblum to confirm his
comments. He denied ever writing a “review” or having put
any comments in writing for ITVS, although he did say he
had expressed certain opinions orally to someone at ITVS.
Told that ITVS had quoted him as saying the documentary
People and the Land was “20 percent accurate”, he denied
ever giving a percentage of accuracy. Likewise, he denied
saying 97% of Palestinians are ruled by Palestinian
authorities or that Jews had reached a majority status in
Palestine by 1870.
The Link reached Suzanne Stenson, formerly of the ITVS
staff, who said she had transcribed Mr. Rosenblum’s
comments on a laptop computer during an hour-long
phone call and that, prior to its dissemination to the PBS
stations, the text quoting Mr. Rosenbaum was emailed to
him for review at his personal and business addresses. No
response to these emails was ever received, she said.

Rosina Hassoun delivered the first of four papers on “The
State of Palestine,” a panel sponsored by the AmericanArab Anti-Discrimination Committee at its 1993
National Convention in Alexandria, Virginia. The other
three presenters talked politics, everything from Israeli
annexation of the Territories to Palestinian sovereignty
over them. When the time came for questions, the 500-plus
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audience directed all its questions to the political analysts.
Then something unexpected happened. The session ended
and the three analysts made their way out of the room.
But not Rosina. She was surrounded by reporters and
interviewers, as well as audience members fascinated by
what she had to say. A half-hour later I managed to speak
with her about writing a feature article for The Link.
Rosina speaks of paradigms, that is, of the images a people
have of themselves and their land. Zionists, for example,
see Palestine as a wasteland and a desert. For the World
Zionist Organization, Palestine was “a land without a
people for a people without a land.” Its aim was “to make
the desert bloom.”
For the Zionist colonizers this dual image of wasteland
and desert satisfied their three ideological imperatives:
Ownership: Those who create something out of nothing
get to keep it; Absorption: A wasteland offers a borderless
capacity for colonization; and Exploitation: Jews, especially
those from Europe, America and South Africa brought
with them western attitudes towards resource usage,
namely that resources are there for the taking. European
and American Jews also brought western images of
manicured lawns and swimming pools as part of their
idealized lifestyles.
For Palestinians, their images of the land are traditionally
those of: Motherhood: This paradigm of land as mother,
found especially in their poetry, stems from the belief of
Palestinians that they are descended from the multitudes of
people who previously inhabited Palestine in an unbroken
line dating back to the Canaanites and before; Fertility: This
paradigm of fertile crescent or bread basket derives from the
Palestinian system of food production founded on agricultural
practices of planting citrus, olives, grains and vegetables
with rock-terracing, practices that reflect ancient Nabatean
and other early practices); Village: Palestinians developed
relationships between the villages and cities for the flow of
goods and services. This system led to the development of
local dialects, costumes and village cultural distinctions.
Rosina spends the rest of her Link article showing how
these paradigms apply to the different ways Palestinians
and Israelis treat natural resources such as water, trees, and
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land. It is a fascinating exercise, and I encourage readers
to go to our website and read pages 5-12 of her article.
Her analysis is more relevant today than when she first
presented it to that ADC audience back in 1993.
Which brings us to the Musht in the title of her article.
It is a fish that swims in the Sea of Galilee, also called
Christ’s fish or Saint Peter’s fish, and widely associated with
the miracle of the loaves and fishes. It’s also a dying fish.
Rosina concludes her article with these words:
In the end, saving the Musht may not be anyone’s priority.
But sometimes, a small seemingly insignificant species acts
as an indicator of the state of the environment. If it ceases
to exist, a chain reaction ripples through the land.
The Musht may be sending us a warning that ecological
collapse could come rapidly or sneak up slowly while
everyone else is looking at other issues. While this
generation of Arabs and Israelis fight over and negotiate
the land, the environmental consequences of their actions
may be destroying the very thing they both covet.
Update: Fishing stocks have continued to diminish in the
Sea of Galilee due to overfishing and to a virus that infected
the Musht. This led to a ban in April 2010 of commercial
and recreational fishing in nesting and spawning grounds
of the Musht.
Meanwhile Rosina, a doctoral
student when she first sounded
the alarm, has gone on to receive
her PhD in Anthropology
from Florida University, and is
currently an Assistant Professor of
Anthropology at Saginaw Valley
State University.

Rosina Hassoun

“When War Criminals Walk Free,” by Mads
Gilbert, M.D. --Volume 45, Issue 5, December, 2012
Mads Gilbert heads the Clinic of Emergency Medicine at
University Hospital of North Norway. In 2009, he was one
of two foreign doctors in al-Shifa Hospital during Israel’s
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Operation Cast Lead assault on Gaza. “We waded in death,
blood and amputated limbs,” he wrote in his Link article,
noting that, far too often, the victims were children. Two of
The these
Link children he wants us to
get to know: Jumana and Amal.

food, education, safe water
and We
human
security?
Why
meet
Jumana,
a nineare they
denied
basic
humonth-old girl, lying on her
man rights with so little
back, almost unarousable
concern from Western govfollowing anesthesia, most of
ernments?
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to go, she was rushed to al-Shifa Hospital where Dr. Gilbert
cared for her. Her lips were cracked and dried, and her
body severely dehydrated, and she looked more like an old
lady
Page
11 than a young schoolgirl. But
she survived.
After the wounded were
evacuated, the army demolished
the building with the dead bodies
inside. It was only possible to
remove them from under the
debris after the army withdrew,
some two weeks later.

Credit: Mads Gilbert
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10. Ibid.
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father and smallest brother opened
the
Footnotes
11.
Ibid
doorSherwood,
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soldier jailed
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children, both were shot dead at close range.

It was during the early morning shelling that Amal was hit
by something on her head. When the solders allowed her

One of the adults replied: “Tell them this: Your tax money
is killing our people!”
(Continued on page 12)
Update: In October
2014, on his annual medical visit to
Gaza, Dr. Gilbert was stopped at the Israeli Erez checkpoint
and banned indefinitely from entering Gaza. The reason:
He posed a “security risk.”
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In May 1948, in the midst of the hostilities that
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Executive Director
influence of Christian Zionism among U.S. televangelists.
mainstream American journalist to report on what the
Palestinians call their Catastrophe. Grace would go on to

In Appreciation

The Link
write four feature articles for The Link, and serve on
AMEU’s Board of Directors for 18 years, until her
death in 2000.
I think of Bob Norberg, the president of AMEU from
2005 to 2015. During that time he created AMEU’s
website, and its digital archive going back to 1968.
And today, each new issue of The Link is posted
online by his son Jeffrey Norberg.
I think of Jane Adas, AMEU’s current president. In
1991, I received a postcard, signed “Jane Adas,” with
the one sentence: “If you can use volunteer help, I’d
be happy to come in a day each week.” Jane, it turned
out, was Prof. Jane Adas of Rutgers University, one
of the most knowledgeable people I know on the
Palestine question. Five times she has put her body
where her words are by spending three to nine week
stints in Hebron with the Christian Peacemaker
Teams, where she stood between Palestinians who
live there and Jewish settlers who harass them in
an attempt to steal more of their land. In 2001, she
wrote a Link issue on her Hebron experience, “Inside
H-2.” In 2009, Jane was one of the first Americans
to get inside Gaza to see the devastation wrought
by Israel’s Operation Cast Lead; see her 2009 Link
article “Spinning Cast Lead.” Today, in addition to
being AMEU’s third president, she is the proofreader
par excellence of every Link issue. Never has a
postcard heralded such a treasure.
When I was in high school, I read a book on the
Holocaust. What I mostly recall is a comment
by a woman survivor of Auschwitz who said that
what pained her most deeply was the thought that
nobody outside the camp would ever know the hell
they were going through --- much less care.
My hope is that Palestinians will see our Archive as
a witness to their Catastrophe: that their suffering is
known --- and that we do care.
■
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Welcome Nicholas Griffin
It is with the greatest pleasure that A.M.E.U.
welcomes Nicholas Griffin as its next
Executive Director.
Nicholas is an independent consultant who
has worked with the U.N. Department of
Public Information, the American University
in Cairo, Youth Recreational Facilities in the
West Bank, as well as projects in Algeria,
Ghana, Jordan, Morocco, and Niger.

Nicholas Griffin
He is a long-time supporter of A.M.E.U.
and well acquainted with our institutional
goals. Along with publishing and editorial
experience, he brings a firm grasp of the
digital age, its opportunities and challenges.
When I became executive director, some 43
years ago, someone told me: “Remember, in
your job, as in life, money isn’t everything.
But,“ he was quick to add, “it is way ahead
of whatever comes third.” I told Nick we had
a loyal band of donors that he could count
on as he leads AMEU into a future of better
Middle East Understanding.
			

Inshallah!
John Mahoney, Editor
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To Support The Link

Americans for Middle East Understanding, Inc.
Room 245, 475 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10115-0245

A $40 voluntary annual subscription is
requested to defray cost of publishing
and distributing The Link and AMEU’s
Public Affairs Series.
Your Contribution to AMEU is Tax Deductible
Please send recent Link issues
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